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MWR reopens Base Library in Enlisted Club
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By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — The Year 2000 com-
puter problem wont affect DoD’s ability to
pay service members, and troops dont need
to do anything special to protect their per-
sonnel or medical records, Deputy Defense
Secretary John J. Hamre said here Jan. 14.

The Year 2000 problem, nicknamed
“Y2K” and “millennium bug,” refers to the
computer industry’s past practice of using the
last two digits of years rather than all four —
1999 would be written “99.” Old hardware
and software are widely used and no one re-
ally knows what they’ll do on Jan. 1, 2000 —
they might treat “00” as “1900.” Government
and industry are scrambling for “compliance”
—assurance their systems will handle the year
change correctly.

Hamre said all DoD pay systems are al-

Base Librarian Robin Cross-Walker prepares the library for its reopening at the Enlisted Club.

Hamre: Y2K Won't Stop Your Pay| Gas station destruction under way

ready Y2K-compliant, and DoD will continue
to test the systems in March and April to en-
sure they will work.

“It's more complicated than just, “Will our
computers properly calculate pay?,” Hamre
said. “We have to get electrons over to the Trea-
sury Department. The Treasury Department
has to pass on those electrons to the banks.
The banks have to spread it out all over. We
have something like 800 banks we do busi-
ness with on a day-to-day basis.” He said DoD
is working with all concerned to make sure
pay will continue to flow.

He said personnel and medical computer
systems are also Y2K-compliant.

“We will have about 94 percent of our sys-
tems fixed as of the end of March, and we
absolutely will have 100 percent done by the
end of the year,” he said. As of Jan. 1, he noted,
1,673 of DoD’ 2,304 mission-critical systems
had been been fixed.
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By Cpl. Mike McQuillan
Barstow Loc staff

Six months after removal from the ‘endan-
gered species list,” the base library was moved
and reopened in Bldg. 218, the Enlisted Club,
Tuesday.

When the old library was scheduled for
demolition, one alternative was to move the
library into the Barracks 176 recreation room,
which would only fit approximately 5,000
books. The other option, though immedi-
ately rejected by base commander Col. Mark
A. Costa, was to close the library indefinitely.

“The facility we've just opened provides our
patrons with the best service possible and has
a convenient location,” said Jim Dingeldein,
MWR director.

Robin Cross-Walker, base librarian, believes
more people will use the new 4,500 square
foot library. “It's more comfortable than the
old place. We've also updated our research ma-
terials and most importantly, we've added the
Internet.”

“We're more set up like a research center
now,” said Cross-Walker. “\We're teaming with
the base education office, and we hope to add
a media room across the hall.”

Col. Costa cuts the ribbon at the grand
opening on Feb. 10 at 11 a.m. Everyone is
invited, and refreshments will be served.

Photo by Cpl. Kevin Dolloson
Contractors began leveling the old base gas station Jan. 14
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The Commanders Forum

Is this a case of double standards?

Q: Sir, we would like for
you to look into a matter
which is causing considerable
perplexity in Bldg. 573,
Yermo Annex.

There seems to exist a case
of double standards being
applied here. It is very pecu-
liar that there are the same
certain individuals in our
shop who always manage to
be working on a certain job
which calls for them to be
allocated extra overtime by
the supervisor; yet, not per-
mitting the rest of us me-
chanics to work it.

Special skills familiarity to
do your job according to the
MLA does not come into af-
fect here, since every me-
chanic has worked on that
job before.

If the reason is because
they are behind or have to

make some deadline, then
why reward them with extra
overtime?

We feel there is some fa-
voritism involved here, un-
fortunately we cannot discuss
this matter with our super-
visor because of fear of his
tantrums or reprisal.

Sir, this is unfair to the rest
of us and the extra overtime
could help some of us. All we
ask for is fairness to everyone.

A: Thank you for your
call concerning overtime
work at the Maintenance
Center.

Upon review of the over-
time rosters from the work
center you had identified for
the period of Jan. 23 through
Nov. 28, there is no evidence
that any employees have been
denied the opportunity to

work overtime in that shop or
that any favoritism exists.

This particular area sup-
ports all of the Master Work
Schedule lines for the Main-
tenance Center and several
Secondary Depot Repairable
lines for Twentynine Palms,
Camp Pendleton and Fort
Irwin. During this past year,
the shop worked directed
overtime for two months.
Along with the existing work
force, additional personnel
from other shops have been
allowed to work overtime to
assist with the tremendous
amount of work requirements
placed on the shop.

The shop supervisor also
has recruitments for addi-
tional personnel to support
the workload and to ensure
the Maintenance Center’s
critical requirements are
achieved.

We do strive to be fair to

The problem with grace

By Lt. Michael Michener
Base Chaplain

I drove to Wal-
Mart the other day
and planned to park
in the usual spot; five
rows away from the
entrance. Out of
habit, | drove up the
main aisle to see if I would get lucky and find
a spot somewhere halfway up the aisle. To
my surprise, I noticed an empty place right
next to the last handicapped spot. | wasnt
prepared for that and ended up driving right
by. | thought it wouldn't remain open long
and | probably wouldn't be so lucky twice ina
row but I drove around the next aisle and
circled back and found the spot open and
pulled my truck in like I just won the lottery!
I couldnt believe my good fortune. Why

should I be so lucky? 1 didnt do anything to
deserve such great parking. Why didn't any-
one else pull into that spot? Other cars were
coming in and out of the parking lot, but no
one pulled into the closest spot.

It occurred to me that we often think like
that when it comes to God. Most of us have a
very difficult time believing that God offers
us good things. We struggle with accepting
His love when we know that we havent done
anything to deserve His affection. We are used
to the idea that everything we have is because
of our efforts. But the definition of grace is
just the opposite. Grace is getting what we do
not deserve. Our relationship with God is
based on grace. We didnt do anything to merit
Gods love. He loves us because that is who
He is, not because of who we are.

God also desires to give us not just good

See CHAP Page 8

Chapel hours

Protestant Sun. 9 a.m.
Cath. Mass Sat. 5 p.m.

Confession services before Mass

Yermo Bible Study
Tue. & Thu. 11-11:30am.
At the Colonel’s Workshop
For more info, call Chris Moya
at 577-7268.

all employees in the adminis-
tration of overtime and all

other functions at this activ-
ity.

Secondhand smoke is hazardous

Q: | have complained
before and the problem isstill
here. I sure hope you can do
something about it.

Here at the Maintenance
Center people sit under the
two front stairwells and
smoke. The smoke travels up
and when people use the
stairs to go up and down they
are subjected to the second-
hand smoke. People use the
stairs to do their job and as
long as we have no choice but
to smell the secondhand
smoke, then | think we
should get the differential
pay! | also have always won-
dered why people are allowed
to smoke under the stairs
anyway. | would think it
would be a safety hazard in
case of a fire or something?

Since you are the new
commanding colonel to this
base, | sure hope you can take
care of this problem.

A: Thank you for calling
the Commander’s Forum.

After researching your
complaint there are a number
of regulations which prohibit
smoking under, on or in close
proximity to stairwells.

In January 1994, smoking
was declared prohibited inside
all Department of the Navy-
controlled vehicles and build-
ings. Since that time DoD
Instruction  #1010.15,
SecNav Instruction
5100.13B, ALNAV 131/93
and a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (dtd 12 Apr 94)
with our local AFGE, have

The “Commander’'s Forum” is a tool the Base Commander uses to hear and address the concerns of base
residents, employees and others. To contact the Commander’s Forum, call 577-6535 or send your concerns
via LAN to COMMANDER’S FORUM@HQTRS1.

reiterated the same direction/
guidance that smoking will
not be permitted next to
building entrances/egresses or
public areas. SecNav Instruc-
tion 5100.13B, dated 11 Feb-
ruary 1998, states, in part, un-
der the definition of Com-
mon Space: “Any space, in-
doors or outdoors, which is
commonly used by occupants
and visitors such as ... stair-
ways ...” and, under a differ-
ent section I, “The distance
from building entryways/
egresses which smokers must
maintain is to be determined
by the Commanding Of-
ficer.”

The Maintenance Center
stairwells never were consid-
ered a designated smoking
area. Therefore, employees
will be notified they must re-
frain from smoking under, on
or in close proximity to the
stairwells.

Gunny’s Picks

Super Bowl Sunday

r'

Name, work section & Phone #:

Bowl time.

Denver Broncos vs. Atlanta Falcons

Bill Kearl of Public Works won this week’s
Gunny’s Picks in his first try ever.

His co-worker and tagteam partner, Janet
Wilson, won last week.

“I havent played becuse I've been helping
her all year,” said Kearl.

Kearl, commenting on the success of the
Public Works Division during this years
Gunny’s Picks, said, “What can | say?
When you work in a superior shop, you
makes superior picks.”

This is your last shot at glory -- it’s Super

Monday, Feb. 1.

Select your pick for the Super Bowl and give the total points for the game. Clip
and return to PAO, bldg. 33 or Via LAN at PAO@PSD by 3:30 p.m. Friday. Do not
send pick via guard mail. One submission per person. The winner will be notified
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News Briefs

Tree recycling

Christmas trees should be
dropped off at the dumpster near the
base housing office for recycling.
This service will be available
throughout January. For more info,
call the base housing office at 577-
6871.

Scrap wood
giveaway

Scrap wood giveaways are hap-
pening every Saturday in January
from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Yermo
Annex. For safety reasons, guests
may not climb or walk on top of
the woodpile. The public is re-
minded to wear appropriate cloth-
ing — including gloves and shoes.
For more info, call Elizabeth Sena
at 577-6839.

Job Fair

A Job Fair will be held at the Scot-
tish Rite Center at 1895 Camino del
Rio South in San Diego Thursday,
Jan. 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The fair provides separating, re-
tiring and former military person-
nel and family members with the

3

“News Briefs” is designed to disseminate information to the MCLB Barstow community. Submissions should include a point of contact, a
phone number, and be received by noon, Friday for the next issue. Submit news briefs via LAN to PAO@PSD.

opportunity to meet with and talk
to employers about job and career
opportunities in a wide variety of
fields; local and nationwide, Up to
75 companies are expected to attend.

Pre-registration is not required,
but those interested in attending
should bring several copies of their
resume and wear business attire or a
liberty uniform.

For more info, call Leo Dumo,
Family Service Center TAP Coor-
dinator at (703) 690-6826 or visit
www.BlueToGray.com.

Laughlin trip

The Civilian Welfare and Recre-
ation Association (CWRA) is spon-
soring as bus trip to Laughlin, Nev.
Feb. 13. It is a Sweetheart Trip for
Valentine’s Day. Cost of the trip is
$15 and includes the bus ride and a
free buffet at the River Palms.

Reservation deadline is close of
business Jan. 29. All attendees re-
ceive a $10 refund upon arrival in
Laughlin.

Pick-up points are at the Holi-
day Inn in Victorville and at the
Burger King on Main Street in

Barstow. Departure from Victorville
isat 7:15a.m. and return at 10 p.m.
For reservations, contact:

Fred Molina 7210
Sixto Granados 7424
Dan Keirn 6614
Barbara Kulseth 6771

Cupid’s Quest

The 5™ Annual Cupid’s Quest
Sweetheart Dinner Dance and Scav-
enger Hunt, sponsored by the
MCLB Navy starts Friday, Feb. 5 at
the Oasis Club at 6 p.m. with a no-
host cocktail hour followed by din-
ner and dancing.

Dinner includes a choice of
Baron of Beef (carved on line) or
Teriyaki Chicken Breast, then dance
to the latest tunes spun by popular
disc jockey Ray Arroyo.

Cost is $12.50/adult. Children
are not allowed.

The event is open to all Oasis
Club members, their guests and
those persons eligible for member-
ship. For reservations please call
577-6575.

See BRIEFS Page 8
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quarters battalion had a field meet to deter-
mine which of six departments from around
the base would be the “King” of the base.

Six teams throughout the base competed in seven
different events, but, as the saying goes, there can only
be one -- winner that is.

The overall winner was the Fleet Support Center,
followed by the Installations and Logistics Depart-
ment. Headquarters Battalion brought home the
third-place trophy.

Photos by B arsTow Loc Staff

T he sun was bright, the day was short and head-

il s et . .

Field meet kicks off 1999 for Barstow Marines

w‘:q..nr-%.. .,! (T ]
el ¢ _ w i'a




6 BARSTOWLOG January 21, 1999

DIRECTOR'S CORNER

Maintenance Center Barstow

FHomheDr ety .

Employee Recognition continues

By Col. J. Matrtin, Jr.
MC Director

As we travel forward into 1999, we look back once more at 1997-1998 to see some of our

awards.

I would like to recognize the following Maintenance Center employees for their hard work

and dedication in FY98.

October 1997

December 1997

Time Off Awards
(27 hours)
Martin Miller
(9 hours)
Donna Florez Margot Padilla
Edward Kenworthy Cynthia Russell

November 1997

Time Off Awards
(27 hours)
Thomas C. Cooper Jr.

(9 hours)
Bernardette Andrews

Raymond Arroyo

Ivory Hollifield
James Hunter

Ronnie Baca Yolanda Jimenez
George Benavidez Joann Johnson
Ted Burke Jacquiline Jones
Chester Crowder Gerald Kinney
David DeSilva Michele Marquardt
Shannon Ellis Valarie Nelson
Ralph Everett Ricardo Robinson
Vincent Fasso Darlene Tilley
Sheryl Forsythe Edgar Thomas
Edward Gleason Robert Verdicgo

Christina Hatch

Time Off Awards

(27 hours)
Jack Aday David Beare
(18 hours)
Billy Benavidez
(9 hours)
Wilfred Abeyta Valentino Armendarez

Ernestino Aragon

(4 hours)
Michael McCarty  Dianna McCormick

January 1998

Time Off Awards
(36 hours)
Jody Enriquez
(27 hours)
Brenda Thompson (2) Rodger Powell
(18 hours)
Sabra Brannon John Defeo
(16 hours)
Leroy Gutierrez
(9 hours)
Debra Foster Douglas Ince
Lisa Garcia Ronald Pitcher
Gary Harris Sharon Ramsey

Richard Henthorne Horace Reaves

By Dave Solano
Ordnance Business Center

Depot of choice

The M1A1 and M88 Tank Repair personnel here at the Maintenance Center
Barstow have gained recognition from the Fleet Marine Force (FMF) community.

According to Chris Dupont, Weapons System Equipment Manager, the quality
of the assets received from Barstow has gained this depot the reputation of being
the “depot of choice’. Kudos to all concerned!

Some of the contributing factors have been close communication between
Barstow and Albany personnel to ensure a smooth work flow, and discussing inno-
vative ways to satisfy our customer’s demands on schedule and budget.

February 1998

May/June 1998

Time Off Award )
|m(e9 hour\sl;lar : Time Off Awards
Joann Johnson Judith L. Rairden . (9. hours)
Doris Soto Edward Bialkowski Jose 1. Romero
(8 hours) Mary Eclarino Yolanda Scheib
Dennis M. Bernett  Joseph M. Provencio 'é’e(zjrry I(—jk:\r/lmel ,JAIfI?n Sghn_ur:
Earl W. Hinton Edward F. Voss 111 ward viann effrey Smit
- John E. Mooers Robert Valdez
Billie J. Owens .
John Peterson Craig Walker
March 1998 Sharon Ramsey L. J. Walker 111
- (8 hours)
Time Off Awards Duane Holmes
(9 hours)
Sheryl Forsythe Shannon McLean July 1998
Edward J. Gleason Jose Mendez -
Ivory Hollifield James Perry Time Off Awards
Dina Kimmerling Joyce Richardson (9 hours)
Gerald Kinney Myron Scheer ~ Patrick Aleman Dina Kimmerling
Louis J. Mata Kevin Story ~Rodney Brand Robert Nelson
Michael McCarty Robert Waggener Jr.  Michael Carter Ted Quiroz
Fred McGuire Dennis Wheaton ~ Clarence Green Steven Rose
(8 hours) Ramond Gutierrez Alfred Sauer
Filomino Batol Robert Hetticher Janet Towery
Willie Hampton Reginald West
April 1998 Michael Jones
Time Off Awards August 1998
(27 hours) -
Tulutulu Niusulu Time Off Awards
(18 hOUfS) (27 hOUI‘S)
Albino M. Martinez Evelyn Scott Debra Andrews
(9 hours) 9 hOUFS) .
Dianna McCormick Isidro Sanchez ~F0Y Conder Richard Dominguez
Robert A. Mendez Robert Valdez September 1998
(4 hours)
Nancy Baca Paula Hazelett Time Off Awards
Debra Dominguez Dina Kimmerling (9 hours)
Louise Mendez Alice Simons
E
s |
[: |
-'I_--__
o
i

_l_'
I

The flag is raised; another year begins at Maintenance Center Barstow.

Maintenance Center Barstow

The DIRECTOR’S CORNER is published the third
week of every month with news of interest about

Maintenance Center Director: Col. J. Martin Jr.
Maintenance Center Deputy Director: Gary Baker

Editor: Dianna McCormick

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Phone numbers: 577-7054
577-7055
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TELEPHONE: Cellular flip type,
Motorola, one year old, exc cond.
$35. Call 242-8839.

TELEPHONE ANSWERING MA-
CHINE: G.E. Touch-tone, remote
access. $20. Call 242-8839.

PHONE: AT&T, Touch-tone,
lighted key pad. $7. Call 242-
8839.

MISCELLANEOUS: 28 - 2-in.
and 32 — 3-in. rigid heavy wall
conduit pipe. Cost $4,265, sell for
$2,000 OBO:; Five-star wheels &
tires, five-lug. Cost $950, sell for
$400; Camper shell with carpet
kit, for small truck with 81" bed,
$350 OBO. Call 254-2077.

RADIO: AM/FM 8" X 11" detach-
able speakers. $20. Call 242-
8839.

FENCING MATERIAL: 6 ft. high
chain link, 20 rolls, 50ft. each. $10
per roll. Call 256-6103 AWH.

‘71 DATSUN 1600 PICKUP:
Straight body - runs great. Good
run-about vehicle. Low mileage.
$750 OBO. Call 252-2195 after
4:30 p.m.

‘88 FORD BRONCO II: Black, V-
6, 4WD, Eddie Bauer interior.
Needs new transmission. $3,000
OBO. Call 957-1652.

1962 GMC TRUCK: Utility bed,
V6, 4-speed, good tires. $1,200.
Call 252-9199.

1966 PLYMOUTH FURY: 383V8,
one owner, smog-free car, as is.
$1,200. Call 252-9199.

WANTED: Trailer for hauling cars.
Call 252-9199.

CAMPERSHELL: Stockland, fi-
berglass, fits full-size pickup w/ 8-
ft. bed. $150 firm. Call 241-8967.

v
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CHAP from Page 2

things, but the best things. Scrip-
ture records for us, From the fullness
of His grace we have received one bless-
ing after another (John 1:16). God
doesn't offer us what is left over
from His love, from the bottom of
the barrel. He offers us the best.
The gospel writer records in Jesus’
own words, | have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full (John
10:10).

But for some reason, we struggle
with the concept of grace. The prob-
lem with grace is that most of us have
a strong work ethic that says it's ap-
propriate to be rewarded for our ef-
forts. In other words, we believe that
it is our works that give us points
with God. But the truth is that we
cant pray enough, attend church
enough, give enough money the
charitable causes, become a nun or
a priest or a pastor to earn our rela-
tionship with God. That would
make us feel pretty hopeless - except
for that funny thing called grace.
And that is what is so amazing about
grace. God offers it to us freely. All
we have to do is just say yes.
Blessings, Chaplain Michener

BRIEFS from Page 3

Power outage
A power outage is scheduled for

Tuesday;, all day for bldgs. 185, 186,

187 and the RV park; and from 7:30
to 9a.m. and 4 to 5 p.m. for bldgs.
103, 372, 114, 115, 117, 370, 301,
176, 177, K9 and all of housing.




