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WASHINGTON – If you had vis-

ited a typical military unit in 1983, about
one out of every four service members
would have used illegal drugs.

If you had visited the same unit in
1998, about three out of 100 service
members admitted to using drugs.

Between 1983 and 1998, the frac-
tion of service members admitting to
frequent drug use dropped from 23
percent to 2.7 percent. Officials say
there are many reasons for the drop.

The Department of Defense is at-
tacking the problem on the two fronts
of supply and demand. Education and
deterrence are the key aspects of reduc-

Who’s doing what, and how they get caught:
Taking a closer look at illicit drug use and drug screening in today’s military
By Sgt. 1st Class Kathleen T. Rhem
American Forces Press Service

ing demand for illegal drugs,
Andre Hollis, deputy assis-
tant secretary of defense for

Drug Enforcement Administration to
halt the flow of illegal drugs into the
country. Hollis explained that DEA is
responsible for identifying sources of
drug production; while DoD is respon-
sible for monitoring and detecting drug
shipments.

The current war on terrorism has
direct bearing on the illegal drug trade
as well, in ways that are of particular
concern to DoD. Afghanistan is one
of the world’s leading suppliers of
opium – a drug further refined into
morphine and heroin.

Drugs that come out of Afghani-
stan are shipped primarily to Europe,
where American service members and
American allies can fall victim to drug
abuse and associated violent crimes,

Hollis said.
“Perhaps more insidious, the pipe-

line that these narcotraffickers use to
ship their drugs and to sell their drugs
is also the pipeline that they use for
financing terrorism and arms sales, for
smuggling illegal aliens, money for po-
tentially weapons of mass destruction,
and for abusing women,” Hollis said.
“It’s a vile pipeline that’s used for a vari-
ety of evil purposes.”

Increased use of the popular club
drug commonly called “ecstasy” is a
disturbing trend in the military com-
munity as well as among civilians.
“Many people fail to realize...that ec-
stasy is a dangerous drug,” Hollis said.

counternarcotics, said.
Generally, Hollis explained, the ser-

vices don’t take everyone to court for
illegal drug use, but most members
are not allowed to remain on active
duty. “That creates, I think, a strong
deterrent to violating the rules,” he
said.

Hollis described educating troops
on the dangers and consequences of
illegal drug use as the duty of military
leaders. “We as leaders must be re-
sponsible for the health and welfare of
our soldiers, Sailors, airmen and Ma-
rines,” he said.

DoD also works closely with the See  DRUGS Page 5

Base employee
dies in forklift
accident Friday
By Gunnery Sgt. John Cordero
Public Affairs Chief

Breathing easy

Photo by Cpl. Cory Kelly

Staff Sgt. Jimmy Hill clears the O-chlorobenzamalononitrile gas from his M17 field protective
mask as Gunnery Sgt. Joseph Vanfonda helps Cpl. Jared Anderson get a proper seal on his
mask.  A gas chamber drill at the base rifle range Nov. 29 marked the completion of Nuclear,
Biological and Chemical warfare training for headquarters battalion Marines.  Marines attend-
ing the training spent two days in a classroom setting before going to the live exercise in a
refresher class designed to reinforce their previous NBC training. Having hands on time with
individual protective equipment is an important factor in maintaining force readiness levels.

An engineering equipment operator here died Fri-
day after an equipment-loading accident Nov. 29 at
the Deloss Equipment Rentals yard in Barstow.

Patrick E. Barnes, 46, died of head injuries re-
sulting from a fall after a forklift he was driving onto
a flatbed truck fell off the side of the truck.

He was taken to Barstow Community Hospital
after the 2 p.m. accident, and was subsequently trans-
ferred to Loma Linda University Medical Center,
where he died at 2:08 a.m.

A memorial service in his honor was held Mon-
day at Lenwood Community Church, where he was
a member.  A funeral service will be held today at 1
p.m. at the Bryan-Baker Funeral Home, 1850 W.
Texas St. in Fairfield, Calif., about an eight-hour drive
northwest of Barstow.

He is survived by his daughter Carolyn Marie
Barnes of Barstow; his son, Patrick James Barnes of
Barstow; his mother, Betty Barnes of Corning; five
sisters, Jeralyn Salinas, Jorjanne Reed and Kathleen
Liening, all of Fairfield, and Michelle Ballard and
Kathryn Arce, both of Richfield; his brother, Timo-
thy Barnes of West Virginia, according to his obitu-
ary in Tuesday’s Desert Dispatch.

Barnes worked here for four years and served in
the Marine Corps from 1972 to 1975.

The cause of the accident is under investigation.
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Just doing my job ...
By Lt. Cmdr. Elmon R. Krupnik
Base Chaplain
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Protestant Sun. 8:30 a.m.
Mass Sun. 10:30 a.m.

Confession services
before Mass
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For more info call
577-6849.

At the Chapel Office.

Wednesday Noon–1:30 p.m.
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For more info call
577-6849.

First Saturday of
every month.

3 p.m. at the Base Chapel.

We are being re-
minded everywhere
of how many days it
is until Christmas.
More importantly for
many, we are re-
minded how many
shopping days before

Christmas. Many other things remind us of
Christmas, including the music we hear, deco-
rations we see, cards we receive, special food we
eat, etc.  We are all looking forward to the gifts
we will receive on Christmas day.

All of us need to be reminded that Christmas
is a holy time when we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ.

What better gift can we give God, ourselves

The best Christmas gift
and others than for us to be practicing holiness
in our lives, the holiness of living a life that hon-
ors God daily?

We practice that gift by the kindness, en-
couragement and thoughtfulness we give to one
another.

God promises to give us the help we need to
succeed to living holy lives.

Psalm 121:1-4 tells us, “I lift up my eyes to the
hills. From whence does my help come? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved, he who keeps
you will not slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.”

We have help spiritually from God to give
the gift of being holy as we live our lives to-
gether. Let us put into practice that gift and with
God’s help we will accomplish it daily.

Blessings to all,
Chaplain Krupnik

“Why’d you join the Corps?”
It’s always been interesting to me that in eight

years I’ve never been able to answer that ques-
tion satisfactorily. Now that I have 18 days left,
it seems I’m a lot closer.

Yeah, I’m doing it - separating, jumping ship,
letting the green grass fool me.

Separating is never easy, it doesn’t matter what
anyone says. For eight years the Marine Corps
has provided me with all the things necessary for
a pretty comfortable living, and a few other
bennies besides.

Ultimately, I know I’Il miss the intangibles
more than the room and board. I know this to
be true because I joined relatively late, at 28,
and had done college and worked for a living
before becoming a Marine. Paying bills, rent
and watching out for yourself outside the perim-
eter of Marine Corps installations can be chal-
lenging, true, but the great advantage of being
Marine is not about security, educational ben-
efits or the days off; It’s something else, a benefit
of serving most of us on active duty take for
granted.

The intangible has a lot of names: Espirit De
Corps, camaraderie, brotherhood. As mottoes,
you hear the terminology often. What does it
mean to say I’ll miss the espirit de corps?

It means a lot more than I’Il miss my old
drinking buddies. It means I’Il miss knowing
that if I come into work and something is wrong,
say, if I’m having a hard time — somebody will
have time for me. Because we pay attention to
each other as Marines. Because our area of re-
sponsibility doesn’t cease at our skins, or maybe
with blood kin. Because we are, each of us, sim-
ply responsible for the Marine next to us.

My best example isn’t from combat (I’ve never
been there) but it will have to do: I’ll miss the
sergeant who was there for me when I got ‘Dear
Johned’ while stationed on Okinawa in ’97. Not
easy doing psychological battle with your own
imagination about what could possibly be going
on with a wife 14,000 miles distant. I never had
to ask this guy for support. I never had to tell
anyone I was hurting. What’s more, I didn’t like
the man, and I don’t ask for help. But I didn’t
have to. And without that help at that time, I
might have gotten myself in trouble.

We’ve all heard of the amazing feat of the
hallowed names like Chesty, Dan Daly, or Pappy

Boyington. Maybe because of those legendary
Marines we don’t look for acts of selflessness
that Marines perform in the course of day-to-
day life. Behavior we expect of one another and
take for granted, these traits in ourselves we do
not ordinarily even notice as unusual are not
forthcoming among non-Marine. There’s some-
thing about being Marine that raises us up and
makes us better than we’d otherwise be. I have
heard it said that courage is the act of putting
one’s own backside at risk for a principle or
another person. I think it’s an interesting take
because what it means is that you can’t be coura-
geous without risk to self. And is a Marine any-
thing worthwhile if not courageous? And if that
definition is true, is it any wonder that as Ma-
rines we depend on the next guy?

When everyone is putting his backside on
the line for everyone else - that is to say when
Marines behave courageously and act like Ma-
rines - it is a wonderful time to be a Marine.
Wonderful for as long as that CO, that ballsy
senior enlisted, or that tight unit of junior en-
listed does the thing right, and makes “wonder-
ful” a reality.

And when it’s not like that, everything else
can look glossy and aligned, but it doesn’t feel

like the Marine Corps. Espirit de corps isn’t
something you’re going to find in college, or
graduate school. You won’t find it working secu-
rity, managing in a corporation or pulling in a
sizeable salary in some promising new technical
field. You don’t get it by playing close to your
zone of security - keeping company with the
people and places from which you come (at
home or in cammies).

Why’d I join? I have the words now - espirit
de corps. Getting out for me means I’ve done
my share of soul searching and decided I need
to seek experience. Before I get too old and com-
fortable to risk it. For me the decision to sepa-
rate means I, personally, see no new mountains
to climb.

But I leave a person with the capacity for
courage for the sake of a brother. Something
but for 8 years of service I’d never have devel-
oped. And I leave with regret as well, taking
with me the memory of those times, those units
and those individual Marines that shone with
that intangible quality of espirit de corps. People
who, but for the single fact we both signed on
for this branch of service, I’d never have had the
privilege to live and serve among.

By Sgt. Todd Greenwood
TRIBUNE Staff

Getting out: An answer to an old question

2nd Lt. Casey Taylor leads a platoon of staff noncommissioned officers and officers in a
run around the Oasis Club parking lot to help them get a feel for their MOPP gear during
nuclear, biological and chemical warfare training Nov. 28.

Photo by Cpl. Cory Kelly
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“News Briefs” is designed to disseminate information to the MCLB Barstow community. Submissions should include a point of contact and
phone number, and be received by noon, Friday for the next issue. Submit news briefs via e-mail to editor@barstow.usmc.mil.
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The Family Services Center is col-
lecting food donations for this year’s
Christmas food baskets for military
families on base.

Last year, 17 baskets were distrib-
uted to families aboard MCLB. The
success of the program is due to the
generosity of the individuals living and
working aboard the base.

Donations of any items or a com-
plete dinner are appreciated.

A suggested menu for a family of
four would include: ham/turkey, cook-
ing pan, corn starch/gravy, box of stuff-
ing, two cans of a vegetable, mashed
potatos, rolls, cranberry sauce, and a
pie or any other dessert item.

Food donations can be made to the
drop boxes at Bldg. 302 and the Per-
sonal Services Division in Bldg. 129.
For donation of perishable items call
Master Sgt. Allyson Hedrick or Gun-
nery Sgt Michael Claudio, 577-6533.
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More than 400 soldiers will com-
plete a 38-mile march from Ft. Irwin
to the Veterans Home of California-
Barstow Wednesday for the 4th An-
nual Road March.

The soldiers will be bringing gifts
and lots of cheer for the veterans.

Soldiers receive a pledge sheet and
seek monetary donations as well as
gifts for the Veterans Home

Job Watch

Applicants interested in announcements beginning with DEA or OTR should submit their résumé to:
Human Resources Service Center, Southwest
ATTN: Code 522 (announcement number)
525 B Street, Suite 600
San Diego, CA 92101-4418
For more information concerning public job announcements visit the Self-Service, Bldg. 37, Monday through

Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or call  the Human Resources Office, 577-6357.
If you have Internet access, browse to http://www.usajobs.opm.gov.
For information regarding Open Continuous Merit Promotion announcements point your browser to

http://www.donhr.navy.mil.
This is not an official list. Please see the Websites listed for a complete list.

  Annc No. Title/Series/Grade Open Close 1st Cutoff Location
0101, Code 530-ABM Family Services Counselor 11-21-01 12-12-01     NA MCLB Barstow

GS-0101-11
DEU-524-01-NR Golf Course Superintendent 11-28-01 12-28-01 12-12-01 MCLB Barstow

GS-1101-08

Anyone wishing to make a dona-
tion to the Road March may contact
Sgt. Casandra Ades at Ft. Irwin, (760)
380-4824, or Amy Kenneally at the
Veterans Home, 252-6288.

The soldiers are expected to arrive
at approximately 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday and the public is welcome
to cheer them on as they march up
Veterans Parkway.

For more information call or visit
the Veterans Home of California-Bar-
stow.
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The city of Barstow has scheduled
an Immigration Information Work-
shop, where questions on immigration,
obtaining residency, work permits, fam-
ily reunification, citizenship and out-
reach programs will be answered.

There is no charge for the work-
shop scheduled for Saturday at 9 a.m.
in the City Council Chambers located
at 220 East Mountain View St. in Bar-
stow. At this time, area residents will
also have the opportunity to start their
citizenship paperwork with the help
of certified agents. Catholic Charities
will help applicants process their pa-
perwork and do fingerprints for a
nominal fee.

For more information, call City
Clerk JoAnne Cousino at 256-3531,
extension 3253.
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It is the Commissary’s goal to pro-
vide extra service to patrons this holi-
day season by providing additional pre-
holiday shopping hours. The Hours/
Days of operation are as follows for
the upcoming holidays:

Date Operation Hours
Dec. 24 Open 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Dec. 25, 26 Closed
Dec. 27,28 Open 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Dec. 29 Open 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Dec. 30 Closed
Dec. 31 Open 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Jan. 1 Closed
Jan. 2 Open 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

The Commissary will return to
normal hours of operation Dec. 2. If
there are any concerns or clarification
needed please call the Commissary at
577-6438.
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The Marine Corps Mounted
Color Guard is seeking members.

There are no prerequisites, other
than being an active duty Marine. Pre-
vious experience with horses is not
necessary. Mounted Color Guard Ma-
rines represent MCLB Barstow at pa-
rades and events throughout the coun-
try.

To join or find out more, visit the
base stables at the rear gate of the
Yermo Annex during normal work-
ing hours, or call Master Gunnery Sgt.
Kim Ortamond at 577-7302 or 577-
7003.
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Every Wednesday morning from
10–11:30 a.m. the New Parent Sup-
port Program hosts Play Morning at
the McKinney Youth Center for par-
ents with children ages six and un-
der.

Among the numerous activities are
crafts fun for children and parents
alike. For more information call June
Treadwell, 577-6332.
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All glass, plastic, paper products,

and small pieces of cardboard should
be placed in the blue 95 gallon con-
tainers or the green metal bins, and all
cardboard should be placed in the card-

board collection containers located
throughout both the Nebo and Yermo
Annexes.

There are several green, 3 cubic
yard bins located throughout the base
for the collection of recyclable mate-
rials.

Use of these containers is encour-
aged to help reduce the amount of
material being sent to the landfill.

The containers are located at the
Commissary Parking Lot in Nebo,
on the north side of Building 15, and
at the Yermo Annex on F Street in
front of the Roundhouse (locomotive
repair building).

To request more recycling bins or
to have unused bins removed or for
more information about recycling con-
tact Carmela Gonzalez, 577-6744,
gonzalezcj@barstow.usmc.mil.
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The Happy Trails Children’s Foun-

dation started by Roy Rogers and
Dale Evans created a membership
organization called the Trailblazer
Club.

With a donation from $25 on up,
you can become a member and help
raise funds for a new home for abused
children.

The existing Cooper Home houses
40 boys between the ages of seven and
15 with a waiting list to get in. The
new home would increase the capac-
ity to 60 beds.

Since 1997, more than 300 chil-
dren have received help from the
Happy Trails Children’s Foundation
located in Apple Valley.

For more info about becoming a
member call 240-3330.

Federal Employees Health
Benefits open season closes Mon-
day for Federal employees wish-
ing to change their health benefit
plan or enroll in a benefit plan
for the first time.

Federal employees have only
days to submit their open sea-
son election through the Em-
ployee Benefits Information Sys-
tem. The EBIS is a World Wide
Web application that allows
employees to access
general and personal
benefit information
and to conduct elec-
tronic transactions 24
hours a day, any day
of the week using a
desktop computer
that has access to the
Internet.

This open season
is the first that EBIS
is available, allowing
the enrollment and up-
date procedure to be
fully automated.

Internet-accessible
computers are avail-

able at worksites, HRO Self-ser-
vice Centers, and the Base Li-
brary may be used for conduct-
ing EBIS transactions, as it is a
work-related function.

To access EBIS, go to the De-
partment of the Navy Civilian In-
formation Center Web site at   http:/
/www.civilianbenfits.hroc.navy.mil.
Enrollees are guided through es-
tablishing a user account for the
system.

Web sites for info about FEHB
and EBIS

http://benefits@sw.hroc.navy.mil
http://www.civilianbenfits.hroc.navy.mil
http://www.opm.gov/insure/index.html

FEHB administrative contacts

Name Phone
Brenda German 577-7139
Donna Wilder 577-6639
Lorinda Meinicke 577-7774
Monica Moorman 577-6559
Patricia Snyder 577-7284

FEHB open season coming to close
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Photo by Curt Lambert

Ben Kump, Maintenance Center Barstow engineering department,
Col. Ronald Coleman (right), assistant deputy commandant, Instal-
lations and Logistics (Facilities), Headquarters Marine Corps, and
Col. Ervin Rivers, MCB Commander, share a light moment during
Col. Coleman’s visit to the maintenance center Nov. 28.

The impact of losing just one Marine is immeasur-
able to the Corps.

Each Marine is a vital asset the Corps has spent
countless hours and resources cultivating and refining.
The Corps is a band of broth-
ers. Directly or indirectly, it
affects all Marines when any
one leaves the ranks prema-
turely. Even more bitter is
impact such a lost inflicts upon
the friends, family and loved
ones of the Marine.

During the month of Oc-
tober, six Marines died in on-
and off-duty incidents, three
Marines died from suicides,
and nine Marines suffered sig-
nificant injuries.

While on duty, two lance corporals were involved in
an LVS-48 accident. The LVS was attempting to nego-
tiate a curve and overturned. The assistant driver died
in the accident, while the driver required medevac. It is

unknown if both were wearing seatbelts.
A first lieutenant lost control of his vehicle, crossed

the median and collided with an oncoming tractor-trailer
resulting in his death. Seatbelt use is unknown.

In another incident, a lance corporal died after sus-
taining multiple traumatic injuries in a fall from the
third deck of his barracks in Yorktown. The Marine

landed hitting his head on
the concrete sidewalk.

A corporal died in a
single vehicle accident
while headed back to
base. His vehicle left the
road, traveled 75 feet and
struck a tree. The Ma-
rine was wearing his
seatbelt. A lance corpo-
ral was involved in a car
accident while on leave.
The Marine’s car was hit

by another vehicle after running a stop sign. He died of
multiple traumatic injuries. It is unknown if the Ma-
rine was wearing at seatbelt at the time. A private first

October deadly month for
Marines, suicides on rise
Compiled by
MCLB Public Affairs

In light of the oncoming
maximum leave period and

holidays, the hope of the base
leadership is that the safety

trend will be positive through
the holiday season and into the

new calendar year.

See SAFETY Page 7
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He cited studies that show even infrequent
use can cause serious impairment of cogni-
tive functions.

“That’s particularly of concern within the
armed forces, where our young people are
in charge of and responsible for sophisti-
cated pieces of equipment,” he said.

Army Col. Mick Smith agreed. Smith is
an expert on drug testing in Hollis’s office.
“Military people have a dangerous job,” he
said. “They operate heavy equipment and
use complex integrated computer systems.”

Smith described a recent Johns Hopkins
University study on monkeys given typical
doses of ecstasy for a three-day period.  “It
would be comparable to someone bingeing
over a weekend,” he said. Tests showed the
animals had a significant depletion of nerve
cells that produce serotonin, the chemical
in the brain that makes us feel good, a year
and a half later.

“There’s very good evidence that even
small amounts of ecstasy can cause perma-
nent brain damage,” Smith said.

To combat this rising health concern,
DoD is planning to use more sensitive tests
to detect ecstasy during routine urine testing.
Smith explained that active-duty service mem-
bers must undergo a urine drug test annually.
Reserve component members must be tested
at least every two years, he said.

The new test for ecstasy will expand the
“window of detection,” the amount of time
after a drug is used that it can still be de-
tected in urine, Smith said. He said all six
DoD urine-testing laboratories should be
using the new ecstasy test within six months.

During 2000, roughly 1,000 service
members tested positive for ecstasy use and
were removed from the military, Smith said.

Despite recent concerns over ecstasy use,
marijuana remains the most heavily used
illegal drug within the military. And mari-
juana isn’t a “safe” drug either, Smith stressed.
He cited a Harvard University study that
shows chronic users have memory and learn-
ing deficits even after they stop using. “It
does have some long-term effects on the
brain,” Smith said.

DoD labs test 60,000 urine samples each
month, but it would be next to impossible

for a mistaken positive result to affect a ser-
vice member’s career. Smith described the
steps taken after troops “fill the bottle.”

First, individuals initial the label on their
own bottles.  The bottles are boxed into
batches, and the test administrator begins a
chain-of-custody document for each batch,
Smith explained.

“This is a legal document,” Smith said of
the chain-of-custody form. “Everybody who has
had something to do with that sample signs it –
whether it be the observer who watched the
person collect the sample, the person who puts
it into the box or the person who takes it out of
the box. We have a written record of who those
individuals are.”

The chain-of-custody requirement contin-
ues in the lab as well. People who come in
contact with each sample and what exactly they
do to the sample are written on the document,
Smith said.

Samples then undergo an initial immunoas-
say screening. Those that test positive for the
presence of drugs at this point undergo the
same screen once again. Finally, those that
come up positive during two screening tests
are put through a much more specific gas
chromatography/mass spectrometry test. This
test can identify specific substances within the
urine samples, he said.

Even if a particular drug is detected, if the
level is below a certain threshold, the test re-
sult is reported back to the commander as
negative. “The system is really built to protect
the service member whose sample is coming
through the laboratory,” Smith said.

DoD labs are equipped to test for mari-
juana, cocaine, amphetamines, LSD, opiates
(including morphine and heroin), barbiturates
and PCP. But not all samples are tested for all
of these drugs.

“Every sample gets tested for marijuana,
cocaine and amphetamines, including ecstasy,”
Smith said. Tests for other drugs are done at
random on different schedules for each lab.
“Some laboratories do test every sample for
every drug,” he added.

Commanders can request samples be tested
for steroids. In this case, the samples are sent
to the Olympic testing laboratory at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles, Smith
explained.

Inevitably, someone will try to “beat the

test.” But, Smith said, common rumors that
make the rounds on military bases won’t help
you a bit.

He said commonly available substances
such as golden seal and lasix are often touted
as magical substances that can mask drugs in
urine. In fact, they can make it easier to get
caught.  Smith explained these substances are
diuretics, so if they’re taken before giving a
urine sample they flush chemicals out of the
body – right into the collection cup.

Drugs are often more concentrated in the
urine after a service member takes one of
these substances, Smith said.

And other “sure-fire” solutions are even
worse for you.  “Some people drink vinegar.
I’ve even heard a few stories of people drink-
ing bleach,” Smith said. “I think they were
probably worse off after drinking bleach than
if they had used drugs.”

Smith also debunked some other common
rumors. He said over-the-counter cold medi-
cations and dietary supplements might cause
a screening test to come up positive, but that
the more specific secondary testing would
positively identify the medication. “The re-
port that goes back to the commander says
negative,” he said.

The military services test for drug use and
have adopted a zero-tolerance policy on drug
use among military members because the
stakes are so high. Drug use in a unit “inter-
feres with their ability to complete their mis-
sion,” Smith said. “We don’t have time for
that, particularly when we’re fighting a war.”

Hollis agreed and said he had a message
for service members using drugs or thinking
about it: “Think about what this country has
gone through (since Sept. 11). Think about
what we’re undertaking in terms of this armed
conflict (in Afghanistan),” he said. “We need
you all to be alert, to be ready to go at a
moment’s notice. We’re calling on you to do a
very important job, and we need to know that
you’re responsible and alert so you can take
care of each other.”

For additional information, contact Gunnery Sgt.
Bruce Raymond, Substance Abuse Control
Officer, 577-6364, or visit http://
navdweb.spawar.navy.mil.

Editors Note:

DRUGS from Page 1

The Department of Defense announced today
an alternative to the “Any Service member” and “Op-
eration Dear Abby” programs, which were suspended
indefinitely in the wake of anthrax mail attacks.

To support the efforts of the American people
wanting to show their support for servicemembers
serving around the globe the Navy has developed a
Web-based alternative to benefit members of all Ser-
vices. The program can be reached at the Navy
LIFELines Services Network at http://
www.LIFELines2000.org or http://
AnyServiceMember.Navy.mil.

Those who want to send a message of support or
holiday greeting to military service members will find
a simple process for delivering messages at these
sites. The “Any Service member” program allows
participants to select from one or all branches of the
military.

To receive a message of support, service mem-
bers will log onto the Web site and choose messages
for their branch of Service and home state. Those
sending a message who wish to receive a response
may include a return e-mail address. Since all mes-
sages are viewed on the Web, the military’s regular
e-mail service is not affected.

“Operation Dear Abby” was founded by the news-
paper advice columnist and has delivered mail to
service members overseas during the holiday season
for more than 17 years. The “Any Service member”
mail program began during Operation Desert Storm
in 1990, and continued to grow during operations
in Bosnia, starting in 1995.

Other alternatives for supporting deployed ser-
vice members were announced in an Oct. 30 news
release, available at http://www.defenselink.mil/
news.html.

Press Release
Department of Defense

‘Any service member’
Web sites announced

‘Dear Abby’
alternative
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TTTTTelethon spreads holiday cheerelethon spreads holiday cheerelethon spreads holiday cheerelethon spreads holiday cheerelethon spreads holiday cheer

Barstow community
Toys for Tots toy application
locations and distribution
dates and location have been
announced.

Needy families with
children 10 years of age and
younger seeking toys can
pickup applications in Bar-
stow at Mail Boxes N
More, 909 Armory Rd.;
Connie’s Coin Laundry,
963 Armory Rd; Depart-
ment of Social Services,
1300 E. Mountain View;
Desert Manna, 209 S. First
Ave. and Starlight Donuts,
101 W. Main St.

Toys will be distributed
at 1305 E. Main St. (be-
hind Coco’s Family Restau-
rant) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dec. 17 for those whose last
names begin with A-M, on
Dec. 18 for N-Z and Dec.
19 for those who miss the
first two days.

For more information or
to volunteer with distribu-
tion call  Laurden Valverdi
at 256-3574.

Toys for Tots
distribution

Photo by Gunnery Sgt. John Cordero

Photo by Gunnery Sgt. John Cordero

Telethon host Connie Wessel (left)
and Col. Liz Bergman, base
commader discuss the impor-
tance of Toys for Tots in Barstow.
An estimated $60,280 in toys was
donated during the telethon.

Photo by Gunnery Sgt. John Cordero

(left to right) Pfc. Scott Rowson, base administrative clerk, Lance Cpl. Jason Fields, base drafter and
surveyor, Petty Officer 3rd Class Dominic Topete, corpsman at the base Branch Medical Clinic, and
Gregory Breiner, base firefighter, man the phones to take monetary pledges.

Santa Claus takes note of what Diamond Howell
(left) and Destiny Howell (right) want for Christ-
mas — for every child in Barstow to receive a
toy.

The 22nd annual Barstow Toys for
Tots telethon was held Saturday and
MCLB Marines, sailors and
firefighters were on hand to lend their
support in the community-wide event.
The telethon featured live music, lo-
cal personalities, and groups and or-
ganizations donating toys, making
monetary donations and an auction
of donated items.

Base Commander Col. Liz
Bergman, base Toys for Tots coordi-
nator, fire chief Bob Wyman, asst. fire
chiefs Steve Mulcare and Dennis
Moore, and others presented the
base’s collection of toys during the live
telecast from the Barstow Elks Lodge.
Still, “Our part doesn’t end with the
telethon,” noted Wyman. “The tele-
thon is held early in December so toys
can be organized and people can sub-
mit their applications and the toys can
be distributed by Christmas. But, we’ll
keep collecting toys on the base and
turning them over to the Toys for Tots
folks right up until just before Christ-
mas.”
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Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow

Battalion First Sergeant: 1stSgt. James E. BarksdaleBattalion Commander:  Maj. Brian T. Ballard

Coaches course honor grad named

Cpl. Peter Parker receives his
range coach’s pit helment and
coaches course diploma, from
1st. Lt. Nowell McKnight (left) and
Sgt. Fabian Garcia (right). Upon
graduating from the course
Marines obtain the 8531- Range
Coach military occupational
specialty designator.

����������

Sgt. Martin Coronado
Sgt. Alma Fragoso
Cpl. Cory Eads
Cpl. Joshua Eustice
Cpl. Jason Fletcher
Cpl. Violet Williamson
Lance Cpl. William Rowson, Meritoriously

	
����

Gunnery Sgt. John Cordero, Defense Meritorious Service Medal
Cpl. John Williamson, Good Conduct Medal
Cpl. EduardoNuno, Good Conduct Medal
Lance Cpl. J.W. Gwartney, Good Conduct Medal
Lance Cpl. Jason Grimes , Good Conduct Medal
Lance Cpl. Joeshep Covey, Good Conduct Medal
Sgt. Efrain Sotelo III, Certificate of Commendation
Cpl. Jared Anderson, Certificate of Commendation
Lance Cpl. Jason Fieldsv, Certificate of Commendation

������������

Gunnery Sgt. Timothy Brooks, 4 years
Sgt. Santo Candelario, 4 years
Cpl. Courtney Kelly, 4 years
Cpl. Grayson Warbritton, 4 years
Cpl. Marcos Ruvalcaba, 4 years
Cpl. Jason Edminston, 58 months
Cpl. Richard Wheelen, 50 months

Two stripes
up, crossed
rifles in the
middle
Cpl. Violet Williamson,
sided by Cpl. Fletcher,
stands at the position of
attention as  she
recieves her first pair of
corporal chevrons
durning the Headquar-
ters Battalion formation
held in the base gym
Monday morning.
Williamson was one of
seven Marines promoted
during in the formation.

Photo by Curt Lambert

Sgt. David Moyer, Coaches Course
2002 honor graduate.

By Sgt. Anwaar AlMoribat
Press Chief

Photo by Sgt. Anwaar AlMoribat

class’ body was found after what
appeared to be a hit and run ac-
cident that occurred while he was
riding a bicycle.

Three suicides happened in
October. A corporal shot himself
after checking out his pistol and
rifle for a range detail, and a pri-
vate shot himself with his guard
weapon. Also, a private first class
shot himself with his hunting rifle
three days after military police
found marijuana in his vehicle.
The Marine was UA at time of
his death.

Several mishaps took place.
While on duty, a corporal driv-
ing a hardback HMMWV with
three passengers in a training area
lost control of the vehicle. While
making a turn onto a dirt road,
the vehicle flipped and rolled sev-
eral times. The driver received a
closed head wound and was put
into a medically induced coma
with several life-threatening inju-
ries. The front seat passenger sus-
tained an avulsion laceration to
his right forearm and may un-
dergo a skin graft. Two backseat
passengers received broken bones
on their fingers and clavicle.

Finally, a lance corporal was
injured when an oncoming car
struck his vehicle in a head-on
collision. The Marine was evacu-
ated to the hospital, suffering a
fractured pelvis, damage to his

SAFETY from Page 4 kidney, spleen and liver. The Ma-
rine was wearing a seatbelt.

MCLB Barstow Marines have
been untouched by serious inci-
dents. Yet, the death of a civilian
Marine who died Friday as the
result of an on-the-job accident
has placed greater emphasis on
safety throughout the entire
MCLB community.

“So far MCLB Barstow Ma-
rines have faired well in the new
fiscal year,” said Gunnery Sgt.
Bruce Raymond, Headquarters
Battalion. safety representative.
“As far as I have seen, we are
doing well overall as a command.

“By all appearances,” contin-
ued Raymond, “MCLB Marines
have been adhering to most of
the basic safety precautions and
the indications have been very few
lost duty hours and, more impor-
tantly, no Marine fatalities.

“Since we began practicing
Operational Risk Management,
there have been very few incidents
overall,” said Raymond. “Re-
minding Marines to think twice
before they get behind the wheel
and to access the risk involved is
the most important thing we can
do for them.”

In light of the oncoming maxi-
mum leave and holiday season,
the primary hope of the base lead-
ership is that the trend will be
positive through the holiday sea-
son and into the new calendar
year, according to Raymond.

Rarely does a single Marine gradu-
ate with the highest academic, rifle and
pistol scores. Sgt. David Moyer is a
Marine who has achieved such stand-
ing.

“In many instances, three separate
Marines get the highest score in dif-
ferent areas of the course,” remarked
Sgt. Fabian Garcia, base primary
marksmanship instructor and course
instructor. “Sometimes one Marine
will take the highest standing in two
portions of the class, but I have never
had one Marine take tops in all.”

This year’s course graduated a class
of four Marines. According to Garcia,
many Marines are taken aback at the

level of study the course requires and
fall behind the power curve, spending
the rest of the course trying to catch
up.

Moyer, a cable splicer by trade, is
an avid shooter and was selected to
compete on the 2001 MCLB Barstow
Rifle and Pistol Team until an injury
prevented him from doing so.

“I’m glad that I did so well in the
course, but you have to really absorb
what you’re being taught,” said Moyer.
“I’ll be responsible for the safety of my
fellow Marines on the range. And is a
big responsibility.”

“Range coaches are responsible for
mastering all of the knowledge stud-
ied during the course of instruction,”
said Garcia. Including mastery of the
specialized hand signals used for com-

municating while on the range, safety
procedure, all   variations ofthe stand-
ing, kneeling and prone shooting po-
sitions, weapons use and handling pro-
cedures and a myriad of other princi-
pals and knowledge.

The newly graduated coaches have
received the 8511-Range Coach mili-
tary occupational specialty and can
now look forward to long days on the
rifle and pistol ranges where they will
hone their skills and the Marine
Corps’ lethality.
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By Jim Gaines
MCCS Publicity

December sale starts Saturday
Check out the December Sale at

the Exchange/Super Seven Store. All
sorts of bargains and discounts on vari-
ous products up to 15 percent. Shop
early for the best selections.

If you’re shopping at the Yermo
Exchange (Railhead Exchange) and
can’t find what you want - you can
order items from the Nebo Super
Seven Store and they will be delivered
to the Yermo store in one day. Ask
any of the sales associates at the Yermo
Exchange for assistance.

The Marine Corps Exchange con-
tinues to offer you savings and value,
especially when you use your Military
Star Card. Military Star Card custom-
ers are able to make purchases with
no payment and zero interest until
April 2002. Purchases must be made
between November 23rd and Decem-
ber 24th, from in-store stock and stock
ordered as special buys. This offer does

not apply to catalog orders or online
orders. Only authorized patrons of the
Marine Corps Exchange can partici-
pate.

The Exchange/Super Seven Store
is open Mondays - Fridays 6:30 a.m.
- 9 p.m. Saturdays 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sundays and holidays 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Yermo Exchange is open
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(During troop rotations open Mon-
day - Friday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.) Satur-
days and Sundays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Lunch menu
Today – Chicken Cordon Bleu

with rice pilaff.
Friday – Breaded catfish with

steamed rice.
Monday – Hamburger pie.
Tuesday –  12” tuna sub sandwich

with soup.
Wednesday – Breaded fried pork

chops with apple sauce.
Thursday – Beef and chicken en-

chilada with Mexican casserole.
Friday – Hoki fish and fried rice.

Family  Night  menu
Tonight – Fried chicken/baked

chicken, ham hocks and beans, corn
on the cob, corn bread, tossed green
salad, assorted drinks and dessert.

Next Thursday – Chili topped with
cheese or diced onions or both plus
crackers. Sliced roast sirloin of beef,
mashed potatoes and gravy,   veg-
etables, tossed green salad, rolls & but-
ter, assorted drinks and dessert.

Everyone welcome! Family Night
Dinners served from 4:30 p.m. - 7:30
p.m. at the Family Restaurant every
Thursday. Prices: Adults $5.50, chil-
dren five to 11 years $3.50, children
four years and under are free. Prices
are the same for military and civilian
personnel.

Ski tickets
ITT has your lift tickets for the

local mountain resorts: Bear Moun-
tain, Mountain High, Snow Summit
and Mammouth.

Skiing is great! Hit those slopes!
Get your tickets now at ITT.

ITT has a trip in the planning stages
for later this month or in January to
Solvang, California.

This famous Danish village, au-
thentic in every detail to a typical early
20th century village in Denmark. Lots
of shops and wonderful baked goods.

ITT is located in bldg 342. Hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Closed Saturday, Sun-
day and holidays. For more informa-
tion call 577-6541.

Armed Forces Recreation Centers

Armed Forces Recreation Centers (AFRCs)
serves as Joint Services Facilities offering afford-
able resort-style accommodations for service
members and other authorized users (such as
active duty military, military retirees, currently
employed or retired DoD civilians, reservists,
delayed entry recruits, and family members.

AFRCs coming to MCLB

The Armed Forces Recreation Centers (AFRCs)
team will be aboard MCLB Barstow on Tuesday,
December 11th. The team will set up in the Super
Seven Store and begin with a travel presentation
at 1 p.m. Later the team will explain what’s avail-
able and the costs. Your individual questions and
inquiries will be gladly appreciated.

For more information please call 577-6391.
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Name, work section and phone number: ___________________
Monday night’s game is a tie-breaker and must include a total score.
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��
Week 13

Richard “The Man” Pino
is the Gunny’s Picks winner
for the third time and
thirteenth week of action.

The Man speaketh:
“What? Am I the only one
picking ? I know Dallas fans,
like their Cowboys are still
on vacation. and Strip 8 can’t
even pick their noses. Take
the Rams over the 49ersand
go home a winner.”

That’s the most trash talk PAO has had the pleasure of hearing all
year. Kudos to the the three-time Gunny’s Picks winner Richard
“The Man” Pino. To submit your choices for Gunny’s Picks, fill out
this section of the newspaper and drop it off at the Public Affairs
Office in the Red Wing of Building 15, or e-mail who you think will
win each game to editor@barstow.usmc.mil.

Monday NightMonday NightMonday NightMonday NightMonday Night

Total points:_______

The Claremont Staggs edged out
the MCLB Bulldogs, 66-55, Nov. 28
at the base gym.

Leading scorer Drew Levin
brought the heat of the Staggs with 15
points by game end and Jermy Healy
followed closely behind with 14 on the
board.

For the Bulldogs, Michael
BudabinMcQuown put up 15 points
and Jason Grimes put up 13.

It was clear from first buzzer the
Staggs had the advantage of having
played together as a team more so than
the Bulldogs.  But what the Bulldogs
lost in teamwork, they made up for in
drive and size.

The Staggs, a junior college team
representing Claremont Junior Col-
lege of .... known widely for its com-
petitiveness in academics, adapted
quickly to the forceful play of the Bull-
dogs and finished the first half on top,
31-24.

The gap swelled and closed effi-
ciently in the second half but the Bull-
dogs couldn’t beat the clock.

Bulldogs Coach, Bryce Catlett, said,
“we didn’t really come out to win ...
we knew they had more practice in so
we knew it would be a good fight.
We’re just glad it went so well and ev-
erybody had fun.”

Jamie Anderson, Staggs coach,
agreed. “It was great just being able to
come out and play.”

Anderson said because of the
schools size and the caliber of it’s
academic’s, athletic’s really take a sec-
ondary role for the students.

“Not too many schools have a var-
sity team in our division, so it’s great
just to get some play time,” Anderson

Michael BudabinMcQuoun, MCLB Bulldogs, sweeps around the backboard
for a layup against the Clairmont Staggs. The Staggs beat the Bulldogs,
66-55, in a game at the base gym Nov. 28.

Junior college meets base Marines
Clairmont/Harvey Staggs take down MCLB Bulldogs, 66-55

said. “And playing the Marines gives
these kids a chance to play rough. I
think it’s good that they get the chance
to come out here and take the hits and
get the experience, that way when they
do go up against  other teams they know

By Cpl. Cory Kelly
Editor

what to expect.”
Another game between the Bulldogs and
the Staggs is tentatively scheduled between
late January and early February.

USMC Bulldogs Roller Hockey
Travel Team will be competing in the
Silver Division Iron Man Tourna-
ment Saturday from 8 p.m. to mid-
night at the Beach Cities Hockey
Club, 1607 Calle Lago, San
Clemente, CA 92672.

The USMC Bulldogs team is com-
prised of MCLB and Marine Corps
Air Ground Combat Center
Twentynine Palms, Calif., players.

MCLB employees and Marines are
invited to come and cheer on their
team.

For directions call the hockey club,
(949) 369-7676, or visit the Web site,
http://www.bchockeyrink.com.

Marines interested in practic-
ing with or playing for the USMC
Bulldogs travel team at other events
should contact Sgt. Jason
Cortright, 577-7213.

USMC roller hockey

Editors note:

N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 10 a.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 10 a.m.
Carolina at Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Chicago at Green Bay, 10 a.m.
San Francisco at St. Louis, 10 a.m.
Cleveland at New England, 10a.m.
San Diego at Philadelphia, 10 a.m.

Detroit at Tampa Bay, 10 a.m.
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, 10 a.m.
Tennessee at Minnesota, 10 a.m.
Washington at Arizona, 1:05 p.m.
N. Y. Jets at Pittsburgh, 1:15 p.m.
Kansas City at Oakland, 1:15 p.m.
Seattle at Denver, 1:30 p.m.

Indianapolis at Miami, 6 p.m.



� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
� December 6, 2001

Please submit all Trader Ads to
editor@barstow.usmc.mil.

1997 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIM-
ITED SPORT UTILITY: V8 5.2 liter, au-
tomatic, 4 wheel drive with A/C, P/S,
PDLocks, CC, AM/FM stereo cas-
sette/CD, dual air bags, 4 wheel
ABS, leather seats, dual rack and
alloy wheels, added equipment, key-
ess entry, valet keys, anti-theft sys-
tem, and new tires and brakes, 79K
Highway miles asking $16,500.
Call 385-0925.

1997 FORD 350:  Dually, crew cab,
ong bed, automatic, camper shell
and carpet kit, new tires and rims,
PS, PW, PDL, ABS, RE, tented win-
dows, sliding rear window, $18,000
OBO.  Call 253-2133.

1993 GEO STORM: New motor,
about 35k miles, very clean inside
and out, asking $3,500.  Call 963-
3295.

1983 EL CAMINO:  305 Eng., auto-
matic transmission, A/C, power door
ocks, rear air shocks, C/C, camper
shell, good tires and wheels, body
n good cond. $3,500.  Call 255-
4205 AWH.

1986 CAMARO: V6 engine, newly
rebuilt, 5-speed tranny, runs xlt.
$2,500 OBO.  Call 253-2133

1979 FORD VAN: Conversion, looks
and runs good, many new parts.
$1,200. Call Jim at 255-2115.

1966  DODGE STATION WAGON:
383 V8 auto, air, runs, $1,200.  Call
254-1913.

MISCELLANEOUS: Dodge 318 en-
gine, complete and runs, $450;
Volkswagen, 4 mag rims, $55; all
General Morors, 5 stock 14 in., rally
rims, $25 for all.  Call 254-1913.

MISCELLANEOUS: Chevy 350 turbo
transmission, has shift kit, 10,000
miles, rebuilt $125; TRW 11:25 .060
over forged alum pistons, new
$125.00.  Call 243-1392.

MISCELLANEOUS: Truck tire, LT
312-85 R16, $25; towing mirrors,
$40 for the pair; receiver hitch class
III, $75; hitch haul (metal platform
for trailer hitch) $75.  Call 256-6629.

MISCELLANEOUS: Leer camper
shell, fits a Toyota Tacoma, 6 ft. bed,
great cond., red, $400 OBO; bedliner
for 6 ft. truck bed, $75 OBO.  Call
240-0919.

MISCELLANEOUS: GE refrigerator,
18 cubic ft. white, xlt. cond., $200.
Call 256-6629.

MISCELLANEOUS: Heart shaped
boxes, exotic hardwood, hand-
made, felt lined, nice Christmas pre-
sents, $20.  Call Jim at 255-2115.

MISCELLANEOUS: Queen water
bed, book case head board with
mirror, $125; Chevy 350 Performer
manifold $50.  Call 253-1942.

MISCELLANEOUS: Electric dryer,
older, works, $15; gas stove with
built in microwave, almond color,
$125; trundle bed like new, $110;
awning for cars or patio aluminum,
$125.  Call 254-1913.

MISCELLANEOUS: Pageant
dresses, sizes 2-7, xlt. cond. worn

only once, best offer.  Call 252-1311.

MISCELLANEOUS: Refrigerator,
Hotpoint, 20.6 sq. ft., glass shelves,
frost-free  freezer, $400 OBO.  Must
see, call 252-1018.

MISCELLANEOUS: 12 Used Rail-
road ties, must take all, $6 each;
Chevy 396 cast crank 10-10 crank,
$100; Pinto 2.3 Cyl. Head, no cracks
also 10-10 crank, $100. Call 243-
1392.

MISCELLANEOUS: Chevy 400 trans,
shift kit with 10,000 miles $125;
Chevy 350 TRW pistons 11.25 comp
+ .060, new $125, also performer
$50.  Call 243-1392.

MISCELLANEOUS: Child’s loft bed
w/side rails and homework desk
underneath, red metal, $150 OBO
Call 256-1914 AWH.

MISCELLANEOUS: Navy Pea coat,
size 38, good cond., $25; ham and
meat slicer, (stainless steel), $40;
grill and waffle baker, General Elec-
tric, $30 Call 242-8839.

MISCELLANEOUS: Drywasher,
$200; back machine, $125.  Call
948-5140 ask for Jim AWH.

CAR POOL WANTED:   Hesperia
person looking for cal pool, works 5-
4-9 Non  Payday  Friday  off, hrs  6:30
a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Call 948-5140 ask
for Jim.
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